
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































216 Body as Latent Space: Alternative Compressions in Aesthetic Practice

nostalgia but as an alternative intelligence that

preserves different truths. Most importantly, it

means resisting the collapse of all intelligence

into a single model, whether computational or

corporeal.

Perhaps the most radical possibility is not

choosing between compressions but recogniz-

ing their mutual incompleteness. In the gap be-

tween statistical and embodied knowledge lies a

space that neither can fully capture—a reminder

that the map, no matter how sophisticated its

compression algorithm, is never the territory.
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222 On the Materiality of AI

nature. Engaging with these systems means also

engaging with the intangible structures that

constitute and are constituted by our relation to

the world.

Chunk 16

The question then is not simply who is responsi-

ble for these systems, but how we choose to en-

gage with the collective systems we are all, to

some degree, complicit in. The gentle hum of the

laptop fan continues, cooling transistors that

were once grains of sand. To work with AI, is to

work with these contradictions, to remain close

not only to the surface of the output, but also the

condition that shaped it—the layers beneath, the

labor behind, the heat in circuits, the extracted

nature within networks, the intangible in-

frastructure, and the silent hum behind the

interface.

This writing is part of an artistic research 
documented at: 
https://aprilcoffee.github.io/heat_as_image/
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