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Chapter 1 — Introduction 15

1. Introduction

laying down the Divine plan'®

——————

\ ARCANVM SoRy g
N SCRV 13,
cunceTa T
ADEPTVS

The motivation behind this work arose in a seminar on neologisms and
technical terminology during a semester in the mid 1990s at the Fachbereich
Angewandte Sprach- und Kulturwissenschaft of the Johannes Gutenberg-
Universitdt in Germersheim, in which the phraseology of different social groups
was discussed, such as the language employed in singles bars, by computer
freaks, by naval fighter pilots, by Star Trek fans, etc. The Masons, who offer an
extraordinary case of in-group language fostered by their oaths of secrecy were
omitted from the study - that omission we will attempt to rectify here.

[Wlie jede Sprache ist das Englische nicht iiber das ganze
Sprachgebiet hin uniform, sondern variiert nach Gegenden und
Sprechern [...]. Die englische Sprache selbst hat [..] fiir die
Bezeichnung dieser Sprachvarianten ein reiches terminologisches
Arsenal geschaffen [...]: Standard English, [...] Oxford English [...],
Dialect, Slang, Cant, Jargon [...]J usf. [...]

Ein weiterer Bezirk des Wortschatzes [...] ist derjenige der fechnical
words. Technical hat nicht die Bedeutung von 'Sprache der Technik',
sondern den weiteren Sinn der termini technici iiberhaupt, es heif3t
also Fachsprache (allerdings mit Ausschlufl der wissenschaftlichen
Termini, fir die der Ausdruck scientific words verwendet wird);
hierzu gehdren also die Worter der Fachsprache der Soldaten,
Matrosen, Schiiler, Studenten, der Handwerke, der Wirtschaft, der

' Masonic medal, struck in 1655 (prior to the foundation of speculative Freemasonry in 1717).
Reproduced from GHCDF, p. 246. It shows God, the Great Architect of the Universe, respectively,
his hand, drawing the Divine plan on his tracing board.
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Politik. Diese Fachausdriicke konnen einerseits sehr niichtern sein;
anderseits kann sich fechnical language dem Slang bis zum
IneinanderflieBen ndhern. Der Fachsprache haftet namlich, besonders
wenn sie von jungen Leuten und in einer geschlossenen Gruppe von
Eingeweihten gesprochen wird (Studenten, Armee, Sport), leicht auch
etwas Burschikoses an.'’

So what do the Freemasons speak? Their language is neither Standard
English, nor Standard German or French or anything else. It is spoken in any
country where the brotherhood is rooted. Undoubtedly, it is a technical language.
The Freemasons have borrowed termini technici from a trade, that of the
stonemasons and builders. The quotation above has shown that there is a very
small gap between a technical language and slang. But is the language of
Freemasonry slang? One will rarely encounter colloquialism in Masonic diction.
Is there anything tom-boyish about it, as is the case in groups of (young) men, be
they soldiers, students, etc.? This would contradict the seriousness of the
Masonic institution - however, we have to admit that Freemasonry also has its
informal and mock expressions for certain things. But before we come to analyze
the technical terminology, in the first place we have to state shortly what
Masonry is. For this purpose, I have selected two quotations that come fairly
close to a correct description of the institution's character:

Freemasonry is an ancient male society, having secret methods of
recognition, teaching by symbolism (in part esoteric) a moral
philosophy based upon Monotheism and inculcating the brotherhood
of man and belief in immortality.'®

Masonry is the activity of closely united men who, employing
symbolical forms borrowed principally from the mason's trade and
from architecture, work for the welfare of mankind, striving morally
to ennoble themselves and others, and thereby to bring about a
universal league of mankind [...]."

For the moment, we shall leave these citations uncommented. Since we have
now a vague idea of what Masonry is and what it wants, we can proceed to its
outer forms and management. Masonic teachings are imparted by means of
different rites. These rites have special rituals. A person who enters Freemasonry
is called an initiate. During his advancement in Masonry he acquires different
degrees. The three principal degrees are 1. Entered Apprentice, 2. Fellow Craft,

7 Leisi, p. 156, 164. Bold print added.

' Quoted from M. M. Johnson by Bro. Joseph Fort Newton, in: "The Religion of Masonry," printed
in The Master Mason, Sept., 1925, p. 724.

' Quoted from German Handbuch by Bro. Joseph Fort Newton, in: "The Religion of Masonry,"
printed in The Master Mason, Sept., 1925, p. 728.
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and 3. Master Mason. Hereafter follows a series of High Degrees which vary,
depending on the country and the particular rite practiced.

Masonic rituals have a special language resplendent with metaphors and
symbolism, including word-coinages which seem totally devoid of meaning for
"profanes." The following chapters are going to show that the dualism of self-
confinement due to in-group language and customs on the one hand, and the
world-wide spread of ideals and ideas on the other hand, created the
attractiveness of Freemasonry, while it also gave cause for the rise of enemies of
the order. The Masonic language and with it the character of the institution as a
whole has its own history and development which differs depending on times
and places. It is therefore necessary to delve into the historical and social context
of the environs when analyzing the ritualistic diction.

This book has not been written expressly for Masons, who will have to
excuse several explanations illuminative for non-Masons but redundant for
initiates, nor for profanes to fill their need of peeping into secret rituals. It has
been created for the scholarly purpose of evaluating the technical terminology of
a "universal language" on the basis of different countries, times, social
circumstances, and racial groups. Accordingly, it is self-evident that it has been
necessary to analyze the ritualistic phraseology, but the author declares to have
exposed nothing that has not been exposed before, as can be seen by the choice
of sources enlisted in the bibliography (e.g. Masonic and anti-Masonic exposés).
I have used the most antiquated ritual versions that were available to me, ranging
mostly from the late 1800s until the 1920s, so as not to harm the brother- and
sisterhood. The ritualistic committees of the Masonic and fraternal bodies
concerned will have made many changes to their rituals in the meantime, so that
they should be aware of the distance thus created (several orders have even
ceased to exist). Study of the documents has shown that the older the rituals, the
more metaphorical expressions and ceremonies are to be found, and the older the
certificates, the more decorations and symbols are depicted on them - in short,
the oldest versions, those of the late 1800s and early 1900s, are the most useful
ones for this evaluation. They contain more romanticism and alchemy as tributes
to the style and preferences of the times in which they originated.

Freemasonry claims to possess a universal "language," which does not only
consist of words but employs secret grips of recognition. As Grand Orator Austin
McCreary Keene puts it in his oration delivered before the M. W. Grand Lodge
of Kansas in February 1918: "[i]ts language is universal. It is spoken at the
equator and answered in the frozen north, the land of the midnight sun. It is
spoken in the Occident and answered in the Orient, and the same hand-grasp
goes around the globe."”' The antitheses employed by the orator, "equator -
frozen north" / "Occident - Orient," demonstrate the alleged universality of the
Masonic language. Let us define what is meant by this term. A universal

20 "Profane" is such a Masonic term and denotes a person not initiated into a Masonic order.
2! Myler, p. 607.
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language is a written and spoken form of communication understood by
everyone; it has a special alphabet, a special grammar, and a special technical
terminology. Freemasonry cannot be compared to artificial languages which
were conceived to be universal (which universality they never achieved), such as
Ido, Unitario, or Esperanto. However, Masonry is not to be equaled with pure
sign languages, such as for the deaf-and-dumb, either, because the Masonic
language is more than a sign language concept: it has several (although antique)
runic alphabets, its own calendars, its own expressions for human age, a peculiar
technical terminology, a strict hierarchy, customs and manners, a wide range of
symbols and tokens, unofficial expressions for insiders, and in addition to this
there are hand signs which have a special meaning or describe important actions
mentioned in the ritualistic scenario, as well as a certain mode of moving (steps,
circumambulations, perambulations, "squaring"), and knocks - in short, it is a
complicated system. Moreover, there are Masonic laws and jurisdictions, with
trials and charges against members who violate those, as well as customs,
traditions, insurance and other ways of support (e.g. for their widows and
orphans), which make Masonry a social system formed against the background
of secrecy and often elitism.

In order to allow the profane reader to see the development of Freemasonry
and its "language," the second Chapter deals with the shift from the operative
stonemasons of the Middle Ages to the symbolic Freemasons since 1717, the
year of foundation of the Grand Lodge in London. Diagrams will show the
descent of the international Grand Lodges from each other. I will further explain
the rise of Masonic myths and legends from the "Four Crowned Martyrs" of the
Mediaeval stonemasons to the "Hiramic legend" of the Freemasons.

Masonic authorities have maintained that Masonry dates back to ancient
Egypt or the times of the Old Testament, the mysteries and traditions having
been truly saved until the present without major changes. Thus, Masonry was
claimed to descent from the Eleusinian, Cabiric, Dionysian, Adonic,”? and many
other mysteries. For example, we can read in the GHCDF that "[...] the high
antiquity of the institution is incontestably established. A part of the ritual of
Freemasonry originated in Egypt, and was engrafted on the system of the
Sidonian builders. This society also adopted a portion of the rituals of Eleusis
and Adonis, and through this Order Freemasonry was introduced into Judea
[...]."* Other Masonic authorities were convinced that the first Grand Lodge was
founded by Prince Edwin, the brother of Athelstane, the Prince being made its
first Grand Master in anno domini 926.>* Can this be the case? How much is
legend, how much is real history? How do legends influence Masonic self-
conception? Masonic history is too nebulous to be explained with absolute
certainty, but as stated by Masonic researchers, they are constantly on the quest
for illumination on the subject:

2 EOF, p. 499.
3 GHCDF, p. 84.
*Dove, p. 8.
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Such is the nature of Masonic research - to raise questions; to raise
objective exceptions, as the truth is often elusive. Masonic researchers
should never relax in the pursuit of truth, as it is a duty always to press
forward in the search for truth. Masonry itself is in a continual
struggle toward the light.”

The second chapter also furnishes the historical background of Freemasonry
in several geographic areas: in the United Kindom, in France, in Italy, in
Germany, and in the United States. We will see that the differences between the
countries can be extraordinary. In some countries, Freemasonry involves in
politics, in others it creates a large number of affiliated orders for the wives and
children of its members, and even a "playground" or social club for its own high-
ranking members. Such regional changes are not a typical Masonic development
but also appear with regard to other fraternities. For example, the Odd Fellows
which in the U.S. and in England have been a lower middle class movement, are
elitist in Scandinavia, and the Orange Order, negatively and politically charged
in Ireland, was primarily social in the U.S.

The third Chapter includes an overview of the rites, the opposition of Scottish
and York Rites, a discussion of the High Degrees, the question of female and
Co-Masonry, and Masonry for colored people (Prince Hall).

Freemasonry is said to be "a peculiar system of morality veiled in allegory
and illustrated by symbols"*®. Therefore, I offer an investigation of the Masonic
symbols in the fourth Chapter, first exploring the furniture and equipment of the
Masonic rooms, then the working tools of the different degrees, and finally the
regalia, consisting of clothing and jewels. Another part of this chapter on
symbols investigates the sign language from the early builders' marks of the
operative stonemasons to the alphabets and cipher writings of the later
speculative Freemasons. This will enable us to observe the flux from hieroglyphs
and antiquated manuscripts and catechisms to still similar, but further developed
rituals and secret alphabets.

Moreover, the special light and color symbolism and the principal Masonic
symbols are put in relation to their mystic meaning and their metaphorical and
allusive use in ritualistic language. The acoustic signs, consisting of different
rhythms of knocks, as well as of passwords, which can be further veiled by
spelling and halving, are equally examined. The signs given by touch, the grips
and tokens, as well as the steps and movements are observed in the last part of
the fourth Chapter.

The fifth Chapter investigates the technical terminology of the Masonic
language. It is evident that Freemasonry employs a unique technical vocabulary,
for example, who of the profanes would know that in the Masonic phrase, "arts,
parts, and points of the Mysteries of Masonry", arts means the knowledge, parts

» Walkes, Black Square & Compass, p. 168. This quotation is allusive, since the initiate also enters
Freemasonry to search for light and truth.
% Cf. Dierickx, p. 119.
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the degrees into which Masonry is divided, and points the rules and usages”’.
Who would understand the coined words "lewis" (English), "louveteau"
(French), "Lufton" (German), which means "the son of a Mason"; or "cowan",
which is an "eavesdropper;" or "tyler" ("couvreur," "Ziegeldecker"), who is the
watchman outside the lodge door. And would a profane understand that it is
"Masonically bad manners" to enter the lodge "undressed"? For "undressed" here
does not mean naked, but "not properly dressed," namely without the badge of
the order, the apron. The subdivision into the categories 1. architecture; 2.
behavior, custom, proceedings; 3. Biblical terms; 4. books; 5. elements and
nature; 6. finances; 7. mock expressions; 8. names of persons and institutions;
and 9. transcendental terms, shows the diversity of fields from which the
Masonic language draws its sources.

Chapter six makes a survey of peculiarities inherent in the Masonic language,
for example the Masonic interpretation of age and the different Masonic
calendars, the importance of the four points of the compass, the use of
acclamations, abbreviations, and anagrams, catch questions, sayings, metaphors,
and alleged strange ways of communication used in former times: was a Mason
able to recognize a fellow brother by folding his letter paper in a special way, or
by sending a ring? Further, interesting Masonic wordplays are dealt with.

The seventh Chapter furnishes an overview of the rituals, subdivided into
male, female and mixed (including boys' and girls' orders), and imitative (non-
Masonic) rituals for comparison. It has to be pointed out that the focus is on
American rituals, with several references to European customs. In Chapter eight,
fraternal rituals are classified and put into different categories corresponding to
their aims and contents, such as charity; commercialization and marketing
strategies; insurance and financial support; patriotism and politics; publicity and
sociability; and secularization. The difference between the "real" Freemasonry
for men and the "substitute" for women, as well as the distinguishing features
from other fraternal orders that are largely patterned after Freemasonry are
analyzed. Is the ritual a mere gimmick and empty shape to attract members, or is
there something else behind it?

Freemasonry has its own literature, whether historical, fictional, scientific, or
dramatic. The ninth Chapter on Masonic and anti-Masonic literature deals with
the role of Freemasonry in theater, different forms of anti-Masonry combined
with vocabulary changes (e.g. brought about by anti-Masons like General
Ludendorff and the Nazis), and Freemasonry in folk-art. The sub-categories of
the latter are jokes, trivialization, and satire. Further, I will analyze several
comics about Freemasonry.

The contradictions inherent in the claim of universality of the Masonic
"language" on the one hand, and of the influence of national customs, trends, and
local color on the other hand, are mirrored in Chapter ten, the concluding
chapter, which is going to indicate the extent of the interaction between
nationality and Masonry. The conclusion will summarize the development of
Masonry and its peculiar language in different times and regions against the

77 Cf. EOF, p. 80.
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social and historical context of its sphere of activity. Despite all the geographical
and historical differences, we will find a vast generality and a universality to a
certain extent, which constitutes the attractiveness of Freemasonry and creates a
feeling of solidarity throughout the world. We are further going to evaluate what
kind of advantages Freemasonry has with regard to imitative fraternal orders,
e.g. benefit and insurance societies, so that it could outlive many of them. The
negative side of the Masonic development will also be considered, i.e., the
alleged high percentage of old members and the lack of candidates. Is the
Masonic way of communication still attractive? Is Freemasonry's rich
symbolism, its strange diction, and its veiled mysticism still up to date and
applicable to modern points of view? What about its racial attitudes and its
intolerance versus women? Is its" language" too stuffed with mysticism, so that
it could lose the ground? Is Masonry endangered to degenerate into a clannish
circle of exclusivity and harmony, not participating in and being isolated from
the happenings in the world? Kischke has hinted at these dangers inherent in too
much unworldliness of a ritualistic and symbolic "language" in a very rough
tone:

Die Logen verwandeln sich [...] zu einem Refugium vor und aus der
Gesellschaft. In Richtung Humanitdt wird nach auBlen in die
Gesellschaft tiberhaupt nichts mehr bewegt. [...] Begiinstigt wird dieser
ProzeB zudem durch mythische und mystische Elemente der
freimaurerischen Praxis.

Freimaurer - so lieBe sich das metaphorisch beschreiben - halten
schwérmerische Reden Uber Schoénheit, Stirke und Weisheit, mit
welchen Kriften der Tempel der Humanitit unter Verwendung der
Menschenliebe als Mortel gebaut wird, und aus diesem Tempel wird
stillschweigend de facto eine Wochenendlaube fiir den personlichen
Gebrauch.™

2 Kischke, p. 145.
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1.1 List of Abbreviations

For simplification, I have used abbreviations in the footnotes for books that
are very often referred to. The titles of Masonic encyclopedias and dictionaries

are:

CME

DFM

EOF

GHCDF

IFL

MD

TRMC

Roberts, Allen E. Coil's Masonic Encyclopedia.

Mellor, Alec. Dictionnaire de la Franc-Maconnerie et
des Franc-Macgons.

Mackey, Albert. Encyclopedia of Freemasonry and its
kindred sciences comprising the whole range of arts,
sciences and literature as connected with the
institution.

Macoy, Robert. General History, Cyclopedia and
Dictionary of Freemasonry, containing an Elaborate
Account of the Rise and Progress of Freemasonry and
its kindred Associations -- Ancient and Modern. Also,
Definitions of the Technical Terms used by the
Fraternity.

Lennhoff, Eugen; Posner, Oskar. Internationales
Freimaurerlexikon.

Johnston, E. R. Masonry Defined. A Liberal Masonic
Education.

Mackenzie, Kenneth. The Royal Masonic Cyclopedia.
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1.2 Notes on Spelling

When referring to operative stonemasonry, "masonry" is written with a small
letter, while with regard to the speculative Freemasonry, "Masonry" is written
with a capital letter.”” The same is valid for the technical term "craft," which
becomes "Craft" when it stands as a synonym for Freemasonry. This is the
general rule; however, sometimes Masonic authors do not observe it. The places
where they fail to observe this convention are marked with [sic] in the
quotations.

Throughout Masonic literature, one will find different spellings, for example
"Fellow Craft" or "Fellowcraft;" respectively, "Odd Fellows" or "Oddfellows." I
have generally chosen the first version of two separate words; however, in
quotations or when dealing directly with rituals that employ the other version, we
naturally had to switch to the second form in order to avoid confusion.

Likewise, some Masonic authors write "Hiram Abif," others "Hiram Abiff." I
have chosen the second form, except within quotations.

Since we have used both British English and American English texts, there
are variations of spelling in the quotations, for example "chequered floor" and
"checkered floor," or "from labour to refreshment" and "from labor to
refreshment."”

Although in the English language, there rarely is a conflict on the article,
with regard to Masonry we meet contradictions whether this institution is a "she"
or an "it" Several Masonic writers attribute a feminine character to
Freemasonry, thus personalizing it. In unquoted text, I have used the "it"
consistently throughout this paper.

¥ Cf. Demott, p. 2.
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2. Historical Background: The Relevance of
Ritual and Secrecy at Different Times and
in various Geographical Areas

The European Masons were originally formed after the British model.
Unlike cricket and like football, Masonry caught on abroad; but it
took, especially in Latin countries, a different character.*

L'expression bien connue de Third Degree |...], servant a désigner un
grilling, c'est-a-dire un interrogatoire violent de police n'a pas d'autre
origine que la violence du 3e degré maconnique [...]. Les loges
anglaises, que caractérise une dignité quelque peu grave, voient
généralement dans cette conception du Rituel un aspect du
particularisme américain, tout comme le rugby britannique, violent
mais réglé comme un sport, s'est transformé aux U.S.A. en combat.’'

I am beginning this book on the Masonic "language" with two quotations that
deal with football. This seems a well-matched comparison since it brings the
problem of universality to a point: Freemasonry originated in England and like
football was exported overseas, during which process it changed its character
completely, transforming into a real "combat" in the U.S.A. - if we can believe
the French source this citation stems from. Our question will be why, when, and
to what extent Freemasonry has been modified in different countries, according
to the needs, the taste, and the predilection prevalent there. But before we can
delve deeper into the reason for diversification in the subdivisions of chapter
two, we have to give some general historical information on the origin of
Freemasonry.

Freemasonry, or the "Royal Art," as it is proudly referred to by Masons, was
instituted in London on June 24™, 1717, in an ale-house called "Goose and
Gridiron," where the first Grand Lodge was founded. Despite this generally
acknowledged date of origin, there have been numerous attempts by over-
zealous Masonic historians to trace Freemasonry back to primeval roots,
claiming, for example, Adam or Noah to have been the first Freemason, and
Freemasonry to be an "ancient and honorable institution" with its early forms
emanating from the ancient mysteries of Egypt. Even today, when investing the
candidate of the First Degree with the white lambskin apron, it is said of this
badge in the ritualistic diction that it is "more ancient than the Golden Fleece or
Roman Eagle [...], more honorable than the Star and Garter."** The Masonic
author Rev. George Oliver thus presents a very imaginative history of Masonry

3 Williams (ed.), p. 53/54; bold print added.

*!' Mellor, La Vie Quotidienne de la Franc-Magonnerie Frangaise du XVIIle siécle a nos Jours, p. 40;
bold print added.

32 Nizzardini, p. 46.
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leading back to the creation of the world, the religious veneration of "Lux" and
Jesus Christ himself:

Operative Masonry was cherished by the Egyptians, who received it
from their great progenitor Mizraim, the grandson of Noah. He
displayed his masonic skill and taste for the liberal arts [...]. [...]
Masonic tradition could only be pure when united with the true
worship of God [...]. [...] Masonry was known and practiced under the
name of LUX, or its equivalent in all languages used since the
creation [...]. [...] After the flood the true professors of LUX were
termed NOACHIDAZ [...]. At the building of the Temple by King
Solomon it was known under this appellation [...]; [...] our science is
recognized by Christ and his apostles under this denomination [...].
[...] St. John, speaking in high commendation of Jesus Christ, says,
'He was the true LIGHT,' 'and the LIGHT shineth in darkness, and the
darkness comprehendeth it not.' This evangelist, as the grand patron of
Masonry, inculcates the doctrines [...] of our Craft throughout the
whole of his writings [...]. [...] And our Saviour says of himself, 'T am
the LIGHT of the world." And again more explicitly, '[...] While ye
have LIGHT, believe in the light, that ye may be the CHILDREN OF
LIGHT.' [...] At the building of Solomon's Temple the sons of light
associated together, under an exalted professor of LUX [...].”

The expression "Sons of Light" was used by Freemasons but became defunct;
more popular is the expression "widow's sons," which we shall explain later.
Hand in hand with the alleged origin of Masonry goes the date of invention of
the word "Masonry". The above-quoted Reverend George Oliver offers a
likewise legendary deduction of this term: "The word Masonry, when first
adopted, was merely a corruption of [...] sum in medio ceeli; which name was
applied to the science about A.M. 3490; when Pythagoras [...] made many
additions to the mysteries of his native country [...].”*" Other fancy ideas about
the etymology of the word "Mason" are to be found in the American
encyclopedia Masonry Defined which is a collage from articles taken from other
Masonic encyclopedias and dictionaries. It lists the following, partly absurd
explanations, which we have numerated for a better overview:

1. [...] a writer in the European Magazine, for February, 1792, who
signs his name as "George Drake," lieutenant of marines, attempts to
trace the Masons to the Druids, and derives Mason from May's on,
May's being in reference to May-day, the great festival of the Druids,
and on meaning men, as in the French on dit, for homme dit.
According to this, May's on therefore means Men of May. But this
idea is not original with Drake, since the same derivation was urged

3 Oliver, p. 7-11.
* Ibid, p. 11.
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in 1766 by Cleland, in his essays on The Way to Things in Words,
and on The Real Secret of Freemasons.

. Hutchinson [...], being inclined to believe that the name of Mason

"has its derivation from a language in which it implies some strong
indication or distinction of the nature of the society, and that it has
no relation to architects," looks for the root in the Greek tongue.
Thus he thinks that Mason may come from Mao Soon, "I seek
salvation," or from Mystes, "an initiate"; and that Masonry is only a
corruption of Mesouraneo, "I am in the midst of heaven"; or from
Mazourouth, a constellation mentioned by Job, or from Mysterion,
"a mystery."

. Lessing says, in his Ernst und Falk, that Masa in the Anglo-Saxon

signifies a table, and that Masonry, consequently, is a society of the
table.

. Nicolai thinks he finds the root in the Low Latin word of the Middle

Ages Masonya, or Masonia, which signifies an exclusive society or
club, such as that of the round-table.

. [W]e find Bro. C.W. Moore, in his Boston Magazine, of May, 1844,

deriving Mason from Lithotomos, a "Stone-Cutter." But although
fully aware of the elasticity of etymological rules, it surpasses our
ingenuity to get Mason etymologically out of Lithotomos.

. Bro. Giles F. Yates sought for the derivation of Mason in the Greek

word Mazones, a festival of Dionysus, and he thought that this was
another proof of the lineal descent of the Masonic order from the
Dionysiac Artificers.

. The late William S. Rockwell, who was accustomed to find all his

Masonry in the Egyptian mysteries, and who was a thorough student
of the Egyptian hieroglyphic system, derives the word Mason from a
combination of two phonetic signs, the one being MAI, and
signifying "to love," and the other being SON, which means "a
brother." Hence, he says, "this combination, Maison, expresses
exactly in sound our word MASON, and signifies literally loving
brother, that is philadelphus, brother of an association, and thus
corresponds also in sense."

. Webster, seeing that in Spanish masa means mortar, is inclined to

derive Mason, as denoting one that works in mortar, from the root of
mass, which of course gave birth to the Spanish word.
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9. In Low or Mediaeval Latin, Mason was machio or macia, and this
Du Cange derives from the Latin maceria, "a long wall." Others find
a derivation in machinoe, because the builders stood upon machines
to raise their walls.

10.]...] Richardson takes a common sense view of the subject. He says,
"It appears to be obviously the same word as maison, a house or
mansion, applied to the person who builds, instead of the thing built.
The French Maissoner is to build houses; Masonner, to build of
stone. The word Mason is applied by usage to a builder of stone, and
Masonry to work in stone."

11. Carpenter gives Massom, used in 1225, for a building stone, and
Massonus, used 1304, for a Mason; and the Benedictine editors of
Du Cange define Massonerai "a building, the French Maconnerie,
and Massonerius," as Latomus or a Mason, both words in
manuscripts of 1385.%

The author of Masonry Defined confesses that we are compelled to reject all
those fanciful derivations which connect the Masons etymologically and
historically with the Greeks, the Egyptians, or the Druids, and that we have to
take the word Mason in its ordinary signification of a worker in stone. This
means we have to trace back the word to the Mediaeval Latin Maconner, to
build, Maconetus, a builder.”® And we have to accept that the Order of
Freemasons has originated from a society or association of practical and
operative builders.

In fact, notwithstanding all those wild mythical traditions, the Freemasons are
generally believed to originate from the cathedral builders of Europe, the
"operative" masons, i.e. craftsmen whose profession was that of a mason. These
builders had several customs that found their way into "speculative" Masonry
and thus are still exercised today. For example, the operative stonemasons used
signs and passwords in order to save their business secrets consisting of
construction plans etc. from way-faring and visiting masons. The German
masons were even distinguished between "letter masons" and "salute masons"
("Briefler" and "Griiller"), the former procuring a certificate stating their
provenance, and the latter using passwords to make themselves known. The
place for living, resting, eating, and sleeping of the operative masons was called
"lodge" (in German: "Bauhiitte"). This room was also used for discussions and
instructions. The lodges were erected near major construction projects, for
example cathedrals, so that the stonemasons were located near their employment.
The term "lodge" can be found in the early operative masonic manuscripts, the
Gothic Constitutions: "He shall hele the counsel of his fellows in lodge and in

 Masonry Defined, p. 341-343.
3 Tbid.
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chamber wherever Masons meet."”” The operative masons already divided the
members of their craft into the classes of Apprentice, Journeyman (i.e., Fellow
Craft), and Master.”® The language used in these operative lodges drew its
vocabulary from the tools and customs of the stonemasons' trade.

The brilliant idea to use architectural metaphors in order to create an in-group
language is not innate to Freemasonry, for it is verified that architectural
terminology has already been used by the church as metaphors:

Cathedral architecture also has its figurative adaptations. The
foundation is the Rock of Ages. Lime is fervent charity. Water is an
emblem of the Spirit. The four walls are the evangelists, or the four
cardinal virtues. The towers are the preachers. The glass windows are
the Holy Scriptures. The lattice work represents the prophets. The door
of the church is Christ. The piers are bishops and doctors.>

It is evident that in ordinary language, terms derived from the art of building
have acquired a figurative meaning, for example "edifice or construct of ideas,"
in German "Gedankengebdude," or if we think of the German feeling of
"Erbauung," "von etwas erbaut sein." However, this is only a minor metaphorical
use of architectural vocabulary. What interests us here is the degree of perfection
and universality to which Freemasonry has managed to develop its in-group
language.

When the gilds of stonemasons began to accept as members not only men of
their profession but academics, church men, and nobles, a change from
"operative" masonry to "speculative" Masonry took place. The admittance of the
intellectuals also caused the dissemination of mythical and esoteric conceptions
into the pure ritualistic diction of operative masonry, such as Rosicrucian ideas.
We have to consider that the original operative gilds had no "secrets" at all -
historians of later times have introduced the wrong conception that they had such
by an erroneous translation of the word "mystery," which evolved from the
French "métier" and simply meant "profession":

Wiederholt kommt in mittelalterlichen und spéteren Ordnungen das
Wort mystery, Mysterium, vor. Viele Schriftsteller, die sich mit der
Freimaurerei beschiftigten, haben daraus sogleich auf ein Geheimnis
geschlossen, aber dieses Wort hat einen ganz anderen Ursprung.
Mpysterium, oder im Mittelalter mistere, kommt einfach von mestier oder
métier, Beruf. So bestitigten die Guildhall Records von London im
Jahre 1376, daBl die Maurer zu den 47 sufficient mysteries, den 47

37 CME, p. 384; cited from the Cooke MS.

¥ Cf. CME, p. 165. Some Masonic historians assume that, before the Grand Lodge era commencing
in 1717, there existed a two-degree-system in England, the terms "Fellow Craft" and "Master"
being used synonymously. Coil states that the division into the first two degrees was probably
made after 1719 or 1721, and that there was no Third Degree before 1723. Cf. CME, p. 166.

* Quoted from Oliver Hoyem, "Masonry and Cathedral Building," in: The Master Mason, vol. 1L, nr.
1, January 1925.
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Handwerksberufen zdhlen [...]. Gleichwohl ist es moglich, da in
manchen Texten die Bedeutung von geheim mitspricht. Jones sagt, das
Wort mystery habe vielleicht in einem bestimmten Augenblick 'zwei
verschiedene Gedanken zusammengefalit, den von der bestehenden
Gilde oder Zunft und den von etwas, das allgemeinem Verstdndnis
verborgen war'.*’

However, as this quotation already anticipates the infiltration of esotericism
into the technical terminology of the craft that brought along the "mystery," the
creation of which certainly was a strategy on the one hand to enhance the feeling
of social binding of the insiders, and on the other hand to create a stimulus for
outsiders to join the group.

Secrecy has a mystic, binding, almost supernatural force, and unites
men more closely together than all other means combined. The common
possession of a secret by a considerable number of people, produces a
family-feeling. There is something profoundly mystical in this, no
doubt; but it is, nevertheless, a fact. [...] It is not, then, for any vain or
frivolous purpose that Masonry appeals to the principle of secrecy, but,
rather, because it creates a family-feeling, insures unity, and throws the
charm of mystery and poetry around the Order, making its labors easy
and its obligations pleasant.*’

Of what do these mysteries consist? The ritualistic sections will show that the
secret can lie in the discovery of a lost word, the so-called ineffable name, i.e.
the name of God. This is only one explanation of one ritual out of the jungle of
Masonic and quasi-Masonic or fraternal orders that claim to have a secret. Any
interpretation of the secrets would be a generalization, for as Masons say, their
"secrets" cannot be told in words, one has to experience and live them. But we
will come to this in a later chapter.

Several Masonic historians and writers have tried to explain why the
operative masons received the name "Free"masons when they became
speculative. The origin of this expression rests nebulous. Coil's Masonic
Encyclopedia proposes three theories: "free" can either refer to 1. the kind of
stone, 2. the status of the workman, or 3. the French word for brother, frere.

First, it is claimed that the name had a purely operative origin, being
applied to those who worked in and sculptured and carved free stone,
which was a fine grained sandstone or limestone lending itself to
carving and sculpturing and suitable for window and door frames,
vaulting, capitals, and other ornamentation, constituting a large part of
the mason's work in Gothic architecture. Such workmen were first
called masons of free stone, then, free stone masons, and finally

“ Dierickx, p. 26/27.
4! Sickels, p. 63.
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freemasons. This theory is supported by the fact that hewers of hard
stone were ultimately called hard hewers. The name freemason, thus,
served to distinguish the trade from the hard hewers on the one hand
and from the rough masons, wallers, layers, and setters on the other
hand. Most authorities seem to prefer this explanation [...].*

It is also possible that the first and second theory are both true, and that the
same name developed out of different usages, in different places, and at different
times. The second theory has it that

[...] in Scotland, the terms, free man, and free-man mason, indicated a
master who had become free of the Masons' gild or incorporation and
had the freedom of the city or burgh. Some color is lent to the theory
that the latter name was contracted to free mason by the fact that there
were free carpenters, free vintners, free dredgers, free fishermen, free
linen weavers, and free gardeners, some of these names having persisted
into the 4138lh century. In fact, the free gardeners formed a Grand Lodge
in 1849.

The third theory, proposed by George F. Fort to the effect that brother mason
in French is frére magon and that this was corrupted into freemason™, receives
very little support.

It is not easy to define the exact date of shift from operative masonry to
speculative Freemasonry. The stonemasons' gilds can be considered pre-runners
of Freemasonry since they already had laws and constitutions which show many
esoteric and mythical aspects. The regulations written by the stonemasons of
England are called Gothic Constitutions, a name given to the old operative
documents by Dr. Anderson when he provided Freemasonry with its laws by
creating his Constitutions of 1738. The oldest specimens were written at the
latter end of the Gothic construction period (approx. 1150 - 1550). The earliest
manuscript is known as the Regius MS. (probably created between 1350 and
1450) and is now stored in the British Museum. Interestingly, it was catalogued
there as 4 Poem of Moral Duties, so as to aid in hiding its Masonic character
until 1839.%

The Regius MS. is written in the form of a rude epic poem and was possibly
written by a monk or priest relying on even older masonic documents. It bears
the following title, which originally is in Latin: "Here begins the Constitutions of
the Art of Geometry according to Euclid".*® Next to a legendary history of
"Geometry and Masonry", the legend of the Four Crowned Martyrs, and several
points for the Master and the Craftsmen, which are all of Masonic character, the

2 CME, p. 272.

“ Ibid, p. 272-273.
* Ibid, p. 273.

4 Cf. ibid, p. 293.
¥ CME, p. 293.
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document contains non-Masonic articles such as rules of behavior in church.
Other documents counted among the Gothic Constitutions are the Cooke MS. (no
exact date available; 15™ century), the Sloane MSS. (1646 and 1659), the
manuscripts from the lodges Aitchison Haven (1666), Aberdeen (1670), Melrose
No. 2 (1676), etc. For illustration, we have inserted a copy of a page from the
Regius MS., giving the translation into modern English of the text below the
picture:

extract from the Regius MS. ¥’
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Fourth article
The fourth article must be this, For all the masons that are there
That the master shall look well to himself Will stand together in whole fellowship.
That he makes no bondsman (serf) an apprentice, If such a person should be in the craft,
Nor take him (into the lodge) because of avarice; One could tell of various inconveniences.
Because the lord to whom he is bound, For more ease, then, and in honesty,
May fetch the prentice then wheresoever he may go.  Take an apprentice of higher degree.
If he were taken into the lodge, It is found written in old times
It might make much inconvenience there, That the apprentice should be of gentle state;
And in such a case it might befall And so sometimes the blood of great lords
That it might grieve some or all. Took this geometry; that is full well.

47 Illustration taken from Hunter, p. 17; translation cf. Hunter, p. 49/50.
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We can see that the operative masons already refused to accept bondsmen
(servants) which led to the Masonic axiom that the initiate has to be a "free
man." The stonemasons' rules warned the masters not to initiate men for avarice;
this is not a written rule in Freemasonry but belongs to its moral code as evident.
Further, the idea of universal brotherhood is expressed by the phrase "all the
masons that are there will stand together in whole fellowship." The fifth article
of the Regius MS. says: "[...] It would be a great shame to the craft To take in a
halt and lame man [...].**" This proves that the operative masons already believed
that a maimed person "[w]ould do the craft but little good"* - a regulation taken
over by the Freemasons.

Now we will proceed from the operative masonic constitutions to the
speculative ones. In the year 1723, Reverend James Anderson (born about 1678
in Aberdeen, Scotland; died 1739) gave Freemasonry its "laws" when publishing
his Book of Constitutions for the Grand Lodge of London. He had been ordered
by the Duke Montagu, to whom his book is dedicated, to digest the old Gothic
Charges "in a new and better method".”’

Anderson respectively employed two parts they contained, the legends and
the charges. His Constitutions consisted of Masonic history, charges, regulations,
the manner how to constitute a lodge, the Apprentice's, the Fellow Craft's, the
Master's, and the Warden's Song, and were acknowledged by a committee of 14
Masons and recommended to be printed. The officers of 20 lodges signed his
work as approved. As a child of his time, Anderson has done an excellent work
using the old operative masonic documents.

But what he made of them has been criticized by many Masonic authors well
after his time as nonsensical extravagances. They considered his array of
Masonic history as false, because his backward reach for antiquity showed that
he was prone to exaggeration. According to Coil's Masonic Encyclopedia, we
have to rate Anderson as "one of those imaginative individuals for whom reality
has no existence,"”’ but there have been others after him who have written "as
foolish things," for example Dr. Oliver who traced Masonry back to creation.
Anderson himself traced it back to Adam.*” He further made references to Noah
and his sons, the builders of the Tower of Babel, Nimrod, Abraham, the
Egyptians, Solomon, Hiram, Nebuchadnezzar, King Athelstan, Charles Martel,
and Prince Edwin. In his defense, it has to be said that until the realistic school of
Woodford, Hughan, and Gould etc. about 1870, Masonic historians were not
more reliable than he; neither Preston, nor Hutchinson, nor Mackey.

Up to the time of the American Civil War, writings like the following - taken
from the Constitutions of 1723 - were accepted as authentic Masonic history:

8 Hunter, p. 50.

* Ibid.

*® The Masonic Service Association of the U.S., Little Masonic Library, vol. 1, p. 163.
SLCf. CME, p. 49.

%2 Cf. ibid.
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[...] the Israelites, at their leaving Egypt were a whole Kingdom of
Masons, well instructed, under the conduct of their Grand-Master
Moses who often marshall'd them into a regular and general Lodge,
while in the Wilderness, and gave them wise Charges, Orders, &c. [...]
[...] it is rationally believ'd that the glorious Augustus became the
Grand-Master of the Lodge at Rome [...].”

THE Anderson's work must not be
CONSTITUTIONS belittled for he has provided the Craft
OF THE with its first speculative regulations.

FREE-MASONS, The eary Grand Lodge of London

obviously did not find it necessary to

; . create its own constitution in its initial
Hfﬂo;"ythafbg(ff?:hﬁﬁzig;ggjhg}ft years from 1717 until 1723. Many

Worthipful FRATERNITY. principles of Anderson's Constitutions
are still in use by today's Masonic

bodies and have been rewritten several
times. Thus, in America his
Constitutions were reprinted in 1734 by
Benjamin Franklin and adopted as
fundamental Masonic law by many
R Granq Lodges. A fa.csimile reprint Qf
Pty Vs a e for Joms Sewes e Gl the original Constitutions can be seen in
Clwich in Pt freet, the first volume of the Little Masonic
O = 17 Library, from which the illustration on

the left was reproduced.

CONTAINING THE

For the Ufe of the LODGES.

Anderson's Constitutions contain six Charges, the first of which caused
immediate trouble among the contemporaries because it replaced the old
Christian invocation of the Trinity by a vague statement that a Mason is only
"obliged to that religion in which all men agree".’* The society of Anderson's
times was not ready for such an idea of tolerance. The Charges are 1.
"Concerning God and Religion" (Masons, good men and true, have to obey the
moral law), 2. "Of the Civil Magistrate" (meaning that a Mason has to be a
peaceable subject), 3. "Of Lodge" (rules of admission, etc.), 4. "Of Masters,
Wardens, Fellows, and Apprentices," 5. "Of the Management of the Craft in
working," and 6. "Of Behaviour." The Regulations include the right of the
Master to congregate his lodge members upon an emergency, etc. . Bro. Lionel
Vibert, Past Master of Quatuor Coronati Lodge No. 2076, England, in his
introduction to the facsimile reprint thus reminds the Masons of their debt to
Anderson:

33 CME, p. 146/147.
5% The Masonic Service Association of the U.S., Little Masonic Library, vol. 1, p. 172.
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While as students we are bound to receive any statement that Anderson
makes with the utmost caution unless it can be tested from other
sources, we must not be too ready to abuse the worthy Doctor on that
account. Our standards of historical and literary accuracy are higher
than those of 1723, and his object was to glorify Montagu and the Craft
and the new style of architecture [...]. [...] It was a far more serious
matter that he was instrumental in removing from the literature of the
Craft all definite religious allusions; but as we now see, the Craft in
fact owes its universality today to its wide undenominationalism
and in this respect he builded [sic] better than he knew.”

At this stage, we would like to make a shift to the field of architecture and
introduce some European church buildings showing operative masonic symbols
that are still used by speculative Masonry of today: the master builder of St.
Steven's cathedral in Vienna makes the Master's sign, having raised his left hand
to his head. The Master's sign consists in lifting the left hand up to the head,
laying the thumb on the forehead, and letting the hand fall softly down to the
stomach, which means that a Master Mason would rather have his "body severed
in two and his bowels taken from thence," than to betray the order.*®

Masonic Master Mason's sign

Outside St. Steven's cathedral at the western portal, the Entered Apprentice
sign can be observed; it is not well recognizable any more because the facade is
very much decayed. It is hidden under a number of mysterious images which

% The Masonic Service Association of the U.S., Little Masonic Library, vol. 1, p. 175/176. Bold print
added.

% Duncan, p. 97. For the explanation of the Entered Apprentice's sign cf. Duncan, p. 16/17. Both
signs are allusive to the penalties of the obligations of the corresponding degrees.
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were already there in the early Middle Ages. A print’’ from the 1930's shows the
guttural sign more detailed; it means that an Entered Apprentice would rather
have his throat cut across than to betray the Masonic secret.

St. Steven's cathedral at Vienna, Austria:
Masonic Entered Apprentice's sign

Dominican church in Regensburg, St. Steven's cathedral, Vienna:
Germany: Master builder holds square and
builder monk makes the Master's sign compass

In the Dominican church in Regensburg, the builder monk ("Bruder
Diemar"), turned towards the East, can be observed making the Master's sign,

37 Reproduced from Schwartz-Bostunitsch, p. 176.
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lifting his left hand to his head. His right hand holds a compass. The master
builder of St. Steven's cathedral in Vienna holds the square and the compass.

Jesus with naked left knee in St. Steven's cathedral, Vienna

In St. Steven's cathedral in Vienna, we can also observe Christ with a naked
left knee, as it is required during Masonic initiation into the First Degree.”® With
regard to other cities in Germany where Masonic symbols can be found in
cathedrals, in the Dom of Wiirzburg are standing the two columns Jachin and
Boaz, and in the Miinster of Freiburg, one can see another figure making the
guttural sign.”’

Masonic Myths and Legends

As mentioned before, similar to their predecessors from the skilled trade, the
Freemasons have maintained myths and legends. There are several parallels
between old documents from the times of operative stonemasonry and the
constitutions of Freemasonry, which can be seen for example in the narratives of
the operative stonemasons, written down in the Gothic Constitutions of England.

Let us pray now to God almighty

And to his mother, Mary bright,

That we may keep these articles here

And these points well, all together,

As did these four holy martyrs,

Who were of great honor in this craft;

That were as good masons as on the earth shall go.”’

% Cf. Nizzardini, p. 37.

%9 Cf. Huber, p. 31. Huber is one of the anti-Masonic Nazi authors. When locating ancient figures
making Masonic signs, which are to be found in European cathedrals, he commits an error by
claiming that the builder monk in the Regensburg Dominican church makes the guttural sign of an
Entered Apprentice (cf. p. 31). "Bruder Diemar" of Regensburg makes the Master's sign.

% Quoted from the Regius Manuscript from about 1390; in Hunter, p. 63.
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The quotation above stems from the Regius Manuscript, a poem in Middle
English, now owned by the British Museum. This ancient operative masonic
manuscript includes the legend of the "Ars Quator Coronatorum" ("the Deeds of
the Four Crowned Martyrs"), who, according to the legend, were four saints and
masons imprisoned and put to death by the Emperor.

Quator Coronati from the monument of the master builder
of the cathedral at Cologne, Nikolaus von Biiren, 1445 o1

The story of the "Four Crowned Martyrs" was also the principal legend of the
German Steinmetzen. Their history, according to CME, seems to be as follows:
five Christian stonemasons during the reign of the Roman Emperor Diocletian,
in A.D. 298, refused to carve a statue of a pagan god, and for their offense were
cast into the Tibet river. Legend has it that where their bodies ha